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produce, and usually under more favourable conditions than
if it did produce them, it is enabled to confine itself to those
departments of industry where its character and external
conditions make it most effective,

A new factor is thus introduced into this development
The greater the degree of international division of labour,
the greater is the need for international commerce. What-
ever interferes with it becomes a serious peril to individual
existence. It is unnecessary to indicate what powerful in-
centives for the development in various directions of material
and intellectual culture, and hence of moral culture, lie in
this fact There is just one point that deserves to be
emphasised, because it is the first clear expression of the
idea of international law. In the regulation of its economic
intercourse with other states every nation is guided mainly
by its own interest. Thus the question as to how and in
what measure it shall govern the importation and exporta-
tion of products is decided wholly by weighing the in-
dividual interests of its various forms of business and the
collective interests of its citizens'. It sacrifices its own
advantage only for the sake of a greater one. Unselfishness
is essentially foreign to the realm of economic intercourse;
and it is so even mora in the life of the State than in that
of the individual. For the egoism of the State is more
justifiable than that of the individual, because its ends are
greater and more permanent The State is an economic
unit just like the individual or the family, only with more
comprehensive functions and far more complex economic
conditions. It is especially so in its external relations, where
it seeks to obtain the most favourable conditions for its own
material existence and that of its members. Nevertheless,
the idea of equality before the law has penetrated even Into
this field. Not, of course, in the sense of the absolute
economic identification of one state with another, which